
Lesson Eight – The Present Life in Light of Jesus’ Future Coming  
 

(End Times, pages 217-237 and 341-355)  
Goals  

1. Realize that the truths God shares about the end times are practical, affecting how we live today. 
2. Consider some ways the Bible’s teachings about the end may be applied to our lives right now. 

 
Opening Prayer - Father in heaven, you have decreed that this sin-filled world will be destroyed when 
your Son comes to judge the living and the dead. By the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us faithful while we 
wait. Lead and empower us to live each day to your glory. Instill in us a spirit of readiness and anticipation 
as we watch for our Lord and Savior, Jesus, to return in glory. In his name we ask these things. Amen. 
 
Introduction – Having studied the teachings of millennialism and dispensationalism, we Christians who are 
faithful to God’s Word renounce those teachings as false and soul-destroying. We confess again that the Bible is 
the only reliable source of information about the end times. But what do we do with that reliable information? 
Has God shared his details about the future simply to satisfy our interest and curiosity, or is there a more 
important purpose behind his doing so?  

Surely we all wonder what is to come, and the Scriptures give us information about future events. But 
the true goal of the Bible’s teachings about the future is to influence our present. These teachings are very 
practical. How we think, speak, and act is to be different in view of judgment day. The decisions we make in life 
will be shaped by our knowledge of Jesus’ second coming. For instance, in Revelation 22:20, some of the last 
words of the Bible, Jesus says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”  

 
• Are those words filled with a threat of punishment or the comfort of a promise? 

 
 
 

• How does that statement affect our everyday lives, then? 
 
 
 
 
A life of repentance and faith 

1. Look up Acts 17:30-31 and Hebrews 10:26-27. 
 

a. What stern warnings about judgment day exist in these verses? 
 
 
 

b. In what ways do these verses encourage us to live our lives, in view of those warnings? 
 
 
 
However, no matter how many sins we stop or how many times we repent, we can never reach the perfection 
that God demands of us if we are to stand at the judgment. 
 

2. Read 1 John 1:7;1 John 2:2; and Acts 16:31. What are we empowered and invited to do to prepare 
ourselves for judgement day? 

 
 
 



3. Go to 2 John 1:8. What sobering truth about faith is found here? 
 
 
 

a. However, turn to Philippians 1:6 to see why we can still be confident in our faith. 
 
 
 

4. What gifts does God give us to help us keep our faith strong? Look at Romans 10:17 and Hebrews 
10:25. 

 
 
 
 
What comments and questions do you have? 
 
 
 
A Life Away from Home 
A hymn that many Christians love to sing speaks about being strangers here in this world because heaven is our 
home. The words of that song come, at least in part, from two sections in Paul’s letters to the Corinthians, 1 
Corinthians 7:29-31 and 2 Corinthians 4:18. 
 

5. Looking at those verses, what is the attitude of the Christian toward the things of this present world? 
 
 
 

a. For what reasons is it such a challenge to maintain that attitude? 
 
 
 
 

6. Looking at 2 Thessalonians 1:6-7 and 1 Corinthians 4:5, explain the following: The teaching of 
the end times helps us when we encounter injustices in our lives on earth. 

 
 
 

7. Think about the end of Psalm 23 and where it promises we will dwell forever. In what ways does that 
certain hope affect our daily lives in a fallen and sinful world? 

 
 
 
 
A Life of Faithful Service to God and to the World 
In addition to the basic and essential gift of saving faith, the Lord gives many other and varied gifts to his 
people. Consider the parable of the talents in Matthew 25—Jesus uses the word “talent” to refer to the gifts he 
has given to his Church. He also highlights three (really, two) ways in which people can handle these gifts. 
 

8. In view of judgment day, what are we to do with our God-given gifts while still in this world? 
 
 
 



9. Agree or disagree and explain: The best way we can glorify God with our gifts is by using them to benefit 
our congregation. 

 
 
 
 

10. At the same time, what is the main goal of the Church as judgment day approaches? In other words, 
how does the Church best serve the world, according to 2 Timothy 4:1-2? 

 
 
 
 

11. What is the biblical balance in planning for the future and serving right now?  
 
 
 
 
Wrapping Up 
I hope that this study of the end times has helped you focus on Jesus. Because it’s really all about him, as is every 
other doctrine we find in Scripture. The teaching of the end times tells us that Jesus is coming soon; to calm our 
fears over our sin as judgment day approaches, we know that Jesus has saved us from our sins; as we live our 
lives on earth, we wait for Jesus; and the hope of our eternal future is that we will be with Jesus forever. Truly, 
the doctrine of end times all centers on Jesus and what he has done and promises to do for us. 
 

12. While I hope you learned more about your Savior in this class, I hope you learned some other things, 
too. Does anyone care to share something they’ve learned that they hope to remember for the future 
(could be a comfort; something to use in a conversation about faith; could be a way of approaching this 
topic in the future)? 

 
 
 
Summary 
The Bible’s teaching about the end times and the future applies to and affects a Christian’s present life in this 
world. Christians live each day in repentance and faith, serving their Savior with the gifts he has given and 
proclaiming his Word to the world around them. As they do, a joyful prayer fills their hearts: “Come, Lord 
Jesus. Quickly come.”  
 
Closing Prayer 
My Savior paid the debt I owe and for my sin was smitten;  
Within the Book of Life I know my name has now been written.  
I will not doubt, for I am free, and Satan cannot threaten me;  
There is no condemnation!  
 
O Jesus Christ, do not delay, but hasten our salvation;  
We often tremble on our way in fear and tribulation.  
Your saints are waiting patiently; come soon, Redeemer; make us free  
From ev’ry evil. Amen. (CW 207:5,6) 
 
This week – Read Revelation 20:1-22:21. If you kept up with this, you now have read the entire book of 
Revelation. Way to go! 
 
Next week – Lesson 1 on the Theology of the Cross with Pastor Plagenz 


